THE HINDLE BROTHERS

ALLLAN HINDLE

(Age: 22. Born: 1970)

GAVIN HINDL

(Age: 21. Born: 1971)

THEIR ACTUAL MOTHER:

An unhappy childhood in a house with too much booze.
too many people and toc much violence. Truanting from
school  and frequently in trouble with the 'police for
pickpocketing and shoplifting. Ran away from a place
that she never thought of as 'home' ... Moved-on from
park bench to park bench, then squat to squat ... For
her the sixties were not swinging - just desperate attempts
to keep her head above water ... By some miracle managed
to stop short of actual prostitution ... Sleeping rough
one night beside the lorry-park in Richmond. she was
picked-up by one. of the 'long-distance drivers. And
so she became a sort-of gypsy ... Riding up-front in
the cab she travelled the length and breadth of Britain.
Until, that is. the relationship came to the end of

the road. So, she found herself another lorry-park
and another driver. She actually ENJOYED the lifestyle:
it had its own peculiar sense of security ... At the

age of nineteen, she gave birth to Allan - in Manchester.
The most recent trucker (who may or may not have been
the father) managed to kick her out of the cab a couple
of hours before she actually went into labour ... After
a brief stay with the Social Services she was off again.
With a kiddie in tow it was more difficult to find a
willing partner. But. =she managed it. Back on the
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road again ... to a succession of transport cafes and
public-toilets for a wash and brush-up ... At the age
of twenty, she gave birth to Gavin - in Glasgow. The

most recent trucker (who may or may not have been the
father) managed to kick her out of the cab a couple
of hours before she actually went into labour ... After
a brief stay with the Social Services she was off again
o With TWO kiddies in tow it was almost impossible
to find another willing partner. But, she managed it

But, not for long ... He ditched her in Hull.
She roamed the streets. Scrounged what she could and
stole what she could. Then she started neglecting the
two boys ... Leaving them places and forgetting where
they were. Then she turned against them and started
hitting them. Eventually she was arrested and the two
lads were put into ‘care'. Mum was considered - quite
rightly - a danger toc her children. She was institutional ised,
and the boys (she'd already named them Allan and Gavin)
were eventually ‘adopted ... Years later, mum died of
a drug overdose ... Bhe was a registered schizophrenic...

THEIR ADOPTIVE FPARENTS:

In 1971, when Ron and Kitty adopted Allan and Gavin,
Ron was 38 and Kitty was 36. They'd never been able
to have children. 'Why' 'was never discussed. Until
he was made redundant in the mid-sixties (as a result
of the 'Cod Wars') Ron was a fisherman. Fortunately.
via a mate. he was able to get another job - working
in a butcher's shop. Kitty had worked at a factory
(making metal boxes) but gave up her job to bring up
the two new kids ... Ron's brother, Reg. had married
Kitty's sister, Brenda - and they'd produced three children.
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It had always been a sore point ... Now, -they had a
family of their own ... Poor. but happy would

be an apt way to describe the Hindle family. Mum, probably
inevitably, spoiled the boys rotten. ~ (Especially Allan.
He was. after all the first born - even if Kitty hadn't
actually been involved in the birth!) But her spoiling
of the lads was somehow balanced-ocut by the fact that
Ron was wvery strict. Not nasty, or cruel or anything
- just good-old-fashioned 'strict' ... he émployed the
gsame treatment to his kids as he'd received as a youngster
himself ... As soon as the boys were able to wunderstand

what they were talking about., Kitty and Ron explained

to them that they were adopted. Much to their surprise
(and probably relief) the boys took the news in their
stride and seemed uninterested in their true origins
- which probably says a 1lot about the way they were
brought-up ... 'Cash" always being a problem. Kitty
went back to her metal-box factory as soon as the lads
were old enough to cope on their own. A very conventional
family - or, maybe 'traditional' is a better word ...7
Love was there, certainly - but it was an unspoken kind
and an undemonstrative kind ... Never any show of affection
in  public. Kitty played the woman's role - wife and
mother ... And Ron played the man's role - husband
and father ... Allan and Gavin were wvery close - more
like twins that brothers (with two different fathers).
1f (overt) affection was missing in the family then
the boys compensated for it by having an instinctive
and genuine brotherly affection for each other. They
were very similar in nature - if contrasting in physical
appearance . .. Over the years, Allan became the practical
one, and Gavin the studious one ... (Allan, perhaps
with a slightly lazy streak in his younger years always
used to say to Gavin that he would have to get the education

for the pair of them ...} When Allan left school (and
the only thing he was to miss about it was Sport) he
couldn't get a job ... (1986) For a while he toured-

as a 'roadie' with a band - and hated it: he missed
his mum and dad and his little brother. but also hated
the music lifestyle and being a gypsy. So, he junked
it, returned home, had another spell out of work, and
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then - wvia friends-of-friends of his dad - got a job
working behind the bar of a pub ... Much to everyones
surprise., Gavin did badly with his school exams. (Maybe
this was something to do with the loss of his brother
when he was touring with the band?) When he left school
there was - just like the situation with his brother
before him - no work ... Allan and Gavin became very
frustrated with their lot. They used regular Saturday
football matches as an excuse to get rid of their aggression.
(They'd both loved their Sports - right from schooldays.
They were also tremendous practical-jokers ... and at
school had been nicknamed: 'the famous pair' ...) Wrongly
assuming that Hull was the only place in England with
high wunemployment they both felt a frantic need to get
out ... to get-away - somewhere., anywhere ... But how
could they ditch their parents ...7 A gang from the
football-club decided to go on holiday to Spain. Rllan
had saved a bit at the pub and 'floated' his younger
brother on 'a '18-30' nightmare ... And, they had a
great ‘time! (Only one punch-up between them the whole
trip - and that was about girls ... For the first time
in their lives they became rivals for the opposite sex.
But there was no lasting damage. They got over the
problem by becoming a ‘'double act' ... just the way
they used to be at school when they were practical-
joking ... ) Spain, they both decided. was the life!
1f they could ever get out of Hull THIS is where they'd
like to escape to ... A ‘'dream’ started to appear in
their heads ... A mad, crazy and impossible dream ...
But, returning to their drab lives in Hull. a 'dream’
was a good thing to keep them going ... They didn't
think of themselves just as 'English' any longer - they
were Europeans, weren't they ...? Lots of other youngsters
just upped and went to live and work in foreign countries,
go  why couldn't they? Allan, ever the practical one,
wasn't ready to just throw a pack on his back and go.

He wasn't going to Tough it ... He wanted something
solid behind him. He didn't want to bum around - he
wanted a business. Something positive ... Gavin got

a mind-throttling job in his mum's factory (a job he
loathed ... it was tedious routine and in no way stretched
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his active and rather clever brain ...) and the two
lads worked and worked and saved and saved ... but,
at the end of a year. they had very little to show for
their efforts ... Eventually Ron and Kitty found out
about the boys’ ‘'dream’ ... Instead of being disappointed
at the thought of possibly losing their two lads, they
were positive that Allan and Gavin should GET their
dream ... They would give their sons the proceeds of
the sale of the house (a house the boys would have inherited
one day anyway) and move in with Kitty's sister. who'd
recently lost her hubby and had plenty of room ...
Anticipating that Allan and Gavin would not accept this
arrangement. Kitty and Ron explained that they wanted
the boys to go to Spain ... get a business going

get everything ready ... then they, Kitty and Ron. would
join them ... they'd continue to be a family ... (at
the time Allan and Gavin didn't realise that this was
a terrible lie - they never intended to leave their
beloved Hull/England - but they had to come up with
something in order to persuade the boys to go and grab

at their future ...} And so, the house was sold. Ron
and Kitty moved in with the sister, and Allan and Gavin
moved to Spain ... They DID bum around for a while,

taking any old odd-job that was going, till they sorted
out the system (or until Gavin sorted out the system)
and then they were able to set-up in their own business:
an English-Bar ... on_the beach, in Little England.
At the start of the programme they've been 1in Spain

for nearly two years - paying a mortgage on an apartment,
and renting their bar - and life is a constant struggle
to make ends meet ... To help out Gavin has to take
an outside job, leaving Allan to TUun the bar ... Gavin
still reads The Mirror, and Allan reads The Sun. (Partly
because of their dad - but maybe also because they've
only ever known one Prime Minister - their politics,

which are instinctive and not thought-through, are labour.)
They're one aspect of a generation brought-up at a time
of high unemployment ... 4
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ALLAN

Aged 22. The more practical of the two, and the one
more suited to bar-work - which can be very repetitive.
Physically 'big' and a typical man's man - he's very
shy with the opposite sex ... he still blushes, and
is gauche., awkward, clumsy ... (Gavin pulls most of
his birds for him!) Allan (maybe without realising
or admitting it) is actually working towards marriage
and a family. Maybe because he was adopted, or perhaps
because of his simple., traditional upbringing, he wants
an ordered and conventional life. Him doing the work,
and the wife running the home and being a mother. A
chip off the old block probably ... He misses his mum
and dad and phones them every two or three days. (After
a good week or month, which isn't very often, he'll
send money home to them ...) Allan is happy and comfortable
in the company of other men, and still an active sportsman.
He'S added beach wvolley-ball and occasional surfing
to the football. He has great difficulty reading and
writing ... which Gavin knows about and helps him out
with. His practical-joking continues ... but it doesn't
have a cruel aspect. He's well-liked in the community.
and considered solid and reliable and a bit of a laugh.
("Allan will always help you out ...") He's destined
to become a big 'softie' ... and he gets more and more
sentimental by the day - especially where 'family' is
concerned ... A 'proud’ man - sometimes stubbornly
so. (In fact, stubborness and a reluctance to thange
are his big weaknesses ... He's going to get wvery set
in his ways and turn into a difficult dog to teach new
tricks to - something that will drive his future wife
mad ...) His chauvinism, fear of anything intellectual.
suspicions about anyone 'toffee-nosed' or upper-class
and slight racism are attitudes he may have to come

to terms with (or face) one day ... He's not entirely
comfortable with 'gays' either ... (It's not too difficult
to see what HE was running away from England for = ...)
He hardly drinks during business hours: he's practical
enough to know that that way lies disaster ... Maybe
he thought that the moment he hit Spain life would change
and he'd make the big time ... It hasn't happened.

of course, and, at 22, he's already started to wonder
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if life isn't passing him by.
His SECRET is: that one day he may have to face up to

the fact that he only shined because his brother Gavin
tock a background role ...

GAVIN:

Aged  21. The more studious of the two, and more complex.
Looks up to, and is often in the shadow of, his older
brother. Not gquite as good a sportsman, not quite as
expansive with the practical-joking., not quite as successful
with the girls ... But, the truth is, Gavin holds himself
back on. everything deliberately - so as not to overtake
(or even be on a par with) Allan ... He knows, instinctively
that Allan's pride would be dented if he wasn't the
top-dog. He ‘'protects' his brother - which means. in
a way. that he's actually the stronger of the  two.
(He would NEVER draw attention to the fact that HE'S
the one who pulls the girls for Allan!) Gavin. who
answers all the letters, does all the paperwork, keeps
the books. learns Spanish within a matter of  months.
He finds bar-work (especially when business is  slack)
boring: not encugh activity to occupy two people. Because
of this (and because they need the MONEY) he takes a
job as an (up-market!) time-share operator. (NOT hussling
on the streets ... working from an office that buys
up older time-share apartments, refurbishes them and
then re-sells them at sky-high profits ...)

Very early on in the programme Allan and Gavin's father
will die in England. They will go home for the funeral
and bring mum out to Spain for a holiday. {They want
her to stay - but she won't.) Gavin is DEEPLY affected
by the death of his father, and even feels guilty about
taking the money from the sale of the house and moving
abroad in the first place ...



(

= A58 -

Gavin's  CONFIDENTIAL  and long-term storyline (which
will., inevitably. also be his brother’'s long-term storyline):
is that he becomes, like his actual mother, schizophrenic.
which means that, effectively, his story {(and his brother's)

never really ends ...

(NB. We ‘musn’'t think that the lads were insensitive
when they took the money from their parents and moved
to Spain. They're NOT insensitive. Their parents actually
CONVINCED them that they intended to follow them abroad.)



