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LENE

Lene is Danish and lives with her husband and daughter
in the Scandinavian eguivalent of Little England - 'Little

Denmark’ ... not too far away from our main complex.
Lene owns and runs a Scandinavian 'Clinic' - specialiling
in Massage and health and beauty-related techniques.
including a lot of the 'alternative' ones ... Lene
is from Copenhagen originally. Her mother was a doctor
and her father ran a taxi company (but spent all of
his spare time working on his beloved boat) ... Lene
has a vyounger sister ... Lene trained to be a nurse.
But, after qualifying. she got bored ... Like her husband,
Lene can get bored with things ‘quickly ... So. she

diversified into all sorts of alternative health areas
and took copious courses to get her qualifications

(Her sister, who's not as bright as Lene, is supervisor
of the cleaning-department in the Copehhagen State Hospital,
and is a fierce shop-steward ...) For all her life.
Lene has felt INHIBITED ... restricted ... Denmark
is one of the most liberal countries in the world ...
In fact, vyou'd be hard-pressed to find a law against
anything ... but (rather like Sweden) there are unwritten
laws ... Society operates in a certain way, and certain
things are not done ... (e.g. most of the people who
visit the red-light district are TOURISTS) Families
operate in a certain way, too ... Freedom is all -
on paper ... Conformity is all - in reality ... You
can LEGISLATE for ‘'egquality' - but it's a different
matter putting it  into practise ... (It's a different
matter changing a basic genetic make-up ...) Sometimes
a person will be produced who wants to buck the system.
Lene is such a person ... (So is Per. in a way.)

As a youngster Lene fought for all the right causes.
Clean air (in  Denmark you can actually SEE how clean
the air is!). acid-rain (they blame the Brits for that),
no smoking and equality (by LAW) of the sexes ... even
gay marriages ... And, although she passionately BELIEVED
in all these things, she got bored by the cleanliness
of everything - the pine furniture. the neutral decor,
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the pastel colours, the lack of litter ... {The Royal
Palace = and the Royal Family, come to that! - she views
as a sort of Toy-Town ...) The flat conformity of everything
made her feel uneasy ... all the houses seem the same
size and the same height ... even the graffiti-artists
choose 'muted’ colours ... Lene didn't want chaos.
But she longed for some madness to interrupt the order
occasionally ... It arrived in the person of Per ...
She met him on a ferry - he was pissed - and she fancied
him like mad ... After wvery little conversation she
realised that they were kindred spirits ... anxious
to break inherited chains ... They started dating and
sleeping together. Maybe he was a little more anarchic
than she was - but perhaps. over time. that could be
controlled ... (Ironic that Lene wanted some sort of
freedom yet here she was thinking of words like 'control...)
Maybe Lene should have been a diplomat. because she
certainly knew how to play the part where Per's family
was concerned ... They adored her and reckoned she
could be Per's salvation ... In other words, turn him
into a replica of themselves ... Lene wasn't about
to do that - but there was nothing wrong with them thinking
thatoV.S, There WERE certain 'extreme' sides to Per’s
character that she was worried about., but basically
she wanted him as he was ... and, she got him. They
married, and soon afterwards Trine was born. Lene kept
working till the last minute and was back at work (with
Trine in a creche) at the first possible opportunity.
Per did manage to smooth-out some of the rougher edges,
and the marriage looked settled for the future. But,
they were both frustrated ... not with each other. but
with their situation ... They looked around them and
saw that, slowly, they were becoming like everyone else.
Lene was nervous when Per first suggested that they
move to  Spain. They'd been there before. of course.
They adored the sea and the sun and the boats. They
also liked the Danish community that had sprung up -
it seemed to comprise many people with similar thoughts
to their own ... But, wasn't it too radical a thing
to do.W\7? Her sense of order (always in the back of
her mind somewhere, even if she denies it) weighed-
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up the pros and cons ... She took legal and banking
advice ... (Per would just have left by the next plane!)
The idea of having her own 'Clinic' was the clincher.
The part of Spain they fancied didn't contain such an
establishment. It could be a first - and it could be
hers ... It was an expensive business, and - if it
hadn't been for Lene's sense of order - they could have
come a cropper ... But, so far, things are going well.
And. to be honest, Per doesn't even notice Lene's sense
of order, so clever is she at concealing it ... She's
brought her daughter up in a very open, modern way,
and seems to have produced a wvery nice young lady ...
but, ironically. '‘a vyoung lady who may revert back to
the formal /conforming/blending=in style 'of  Lene and
Per's background ...

The essential points of Lene's character: she's a rebel
with structure ... She doesn't like blending-in, but
she can't tolerate chaos either ... Her knack is being
able to keep the structure hidden ... On the surface
she seems like a free-spirit - but, wunderneath, there's
a well-engineered script being written ... Her other
big =kill is (like a diplomat) being able to 'handle’
people - from her husband onwards ... She worries about
Per's recent laziness ... She's always worried about
his smoking and drinking = (sometimes his behaviour is
NOT a good advert for her health-clinic!') ... And she's
concerned that Per might get restless again, and want

the family to make another move ..



