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AVANESSA (NESSA)

at only fourteen much more fully-formed <than her

brother. Disabled all her life so never finding it
THAT strange. A very INTELLIGENT vyoung woman = in an

academic sense and in an instinctive way too. She KNOWS
that she's not her mother's favourite, and she's worked
out one of the reasons why ... Drew, her father, NEEDS
Gwen - to give him a push and a reason for being in
the world ... Blair NEEDS Gwen because how else would
he be the centre of attention and how else would he
be rescued from so many dodgy situations? Nessa doesn't
really need Gwen at all - in 'any practical sense of
the word - her independence is the most important thing
in her world ... and, not being needed questions the
whole justification for Gwen's existence ... Drew tries
to shower Nessa with love and affection (sometimes for
reasons that she doesn't know about) but. often, Nessa
holds back ... She likes her dad wvery much - but she
doesn't want to be spoiled.,.

Nessa appears vastly older than her years - which frightens

some people ... including her mother ... it's as if
she's never been a ‘'little girl' ... Far from being
a wimp, Nessa can give as good as she gets. Arguments

between her and her brother are fierce, bitchy affairs
and at no stage does she use her disability to score
points - if anything. she thinks her nasty brother is
more 'disabled' than she is ... If Blair has any sense
at all and can learn by his mistakes he'll stop having
arguments with his sister, because she's getting much
better at them than he is. Her command of 'words' is
scary - and before long she'll be able to run rings
around him ... (Of course her arguments will be founded
on the rules of debate. Blair, sensing he's going to
lose, will ‘just lash out ... ) Reading., writing and
the pursuit of 'words' is going to become Nessa's passion.
She's good at sport and keen - but facilities are few
and far between ... At only fourteen, her ‘boldness’
js a bit of a put-up job = more for youthful 'effect'
than anything else ... She strikes terror in the boys
at school by chatting and picking them up ... And if
she finds a place that does not have disability access
she'll go wheeling in there. foaming at the mouth, to




create all sorts of havoc ... Sometimes, though, she's
a little too bold for her own good - often she's just
applying shock tactics ... She's loyal to her friends.

(Without gquite realising it she's loyal to her family
as well. She's even been known to close ranks and defend
her BROTHER ...) Her closest friend is a Danish girl,
and she has a crush on a French boy ... She's actually
softer than her deliberately cultivated tough exterior
betrays. Drew knows this and tries to tackle her about
it - but he's all fingers and thumbs where such sensitive
areas are concerned ... Unlike her brother she's very
neat and tidy, and her organisational skills she's probably
inherited from her mother. But, wunlike her mother,
she's neat and tidy for a REASON not just to plug a
pause in the conversation ... When she's older she'll
probably WANT to complete her education in England.
and fight like crazy to get grants and support from
gources other than her parents ... {Drew dis right to
think she's 'a little too 'proud"' ...) She'll probably
wish to pursue a career in writing ... or TV journalism.




