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THE SVENDSEN FAMILY

PER SVENDSEN
(Age: 35. Born: 1957)

LENE SVENDSEN
(Age: 34. Born: 1958)

TRINE SVENDSEN
(Age: 14. Born: 1978)

Per is Danish and Jlives with his wife and daughter in
the Scandinavian equivalent of Little England - 'Little
Denmark' ... not too far away from our main complex.
Per owns and runs a small (and fairly exclusive) Chandler's
in the Marina - selling to the Little England wversion
of the Jet Set (which is some way down the scale from
Port Banus). Per's family is from Helsingen (Elsinor)
on the coast., about forty-five minutes drive from Copenhagen,
overlooking the coast of Sweden. The coastline in this
part of Denmark is made-up of large(ish) and expensive
houses. and Marina after Marina. The Dane's love to
sail, and - in a country with such a small population
(five and half million) - literally hundreds of thousands
of people own a boat ... Boat-making has been in Per's
family for several generations - as has a certain amount
of money. One of the biggest houses (the one with the
sculptures in the garden) belongs to them - Jjust a
stone's throw from Louisiana, the Modern Art Gallery.
Per was the vyoungest of +two brothers. As children,
he and his brother, Viggo, were always fighting - and
maybe dad wasn't around enough to prevent them. Mum,
who HATED sailing and the sea, wasn't around much either,
she had her own antique business - which is also 'big'’
on that particular coastline. Per and Viggo ceased
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their fighting whenever they went sailing., @ teamwork
being the order of the day, and dad being close at hand
to give them both thick ears ... (Not that he ever
laid a finger on them: Danes just don't do that sort
of thing ...) When the boys had finished their education,
Viggo went straight into the family business. Per wasn't
guite so decisive ... He wanted to work with boats
but seemed reluctant to follow in his brother's footsteps.
It was his own idea, when he was a late teenager. to
open a shop selling boating supplies ... Family worries
about the initial expense of such an ‘undertaking were
soon removed as Per's shop started doing a brisk trade.
Perhaps always living in the shadow of his elder brother
was responsible for Per's argumentative nature ... for
they continued to fight. Then again, it might just
have been simple/superficial things like the fact that
Per insisted on smoking in Viggo's company. —something
that Viggo had been brought-up to hate., and Per (when
he could afford it) wasn't averse to the odd drink (or
two - whisky) which Viggo found very disturbing. (Viggo.
very aware of the huge drink problems in Scandinavia
would limit himself to . a couple of' beers only.}) As
a young man Per was attractive and lively. For 'all
'use' - the
opposite sex as and when required, and - receiving no
objection from the women concerned - formed a character
trait that he was never to lose. He could spout 'equality’
from the rooftops with the best of them (and everyone
in Denmark DOES) but, underneath. he felt he was superior...

This 'attitude' to woman was another bone of contention
between the two brothers: Viggo not only 'spouted' the
politically-correct politics, but put them into operation

his 'liberal' education he was inclined to

as well ... getting married, very young. to a good Lutheran
girl (who worked in the training-school for Danish Television)
and raising two point four children ... It was all
too laid-back for Per ... He may have been in love
with the sea and sailing - but., generally, he found
the small-community life boring and bland. and ironed
out L. There was more action 1in Copenhagen (he wused
to drive there when he'd had far too much to drink)
especially in the red-light district ... When he could
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afford it he started taking weekend trips to Stockholm
and Amsterdamn, and having himself a good time

In those selfish days. having a good time was, for Per,
what it was all about ... It was as if he was making
some sort of protest about being Danish. His clothes
became madly colourful (instead of the wusual beige and
muted greens and burgandies) so that he could stand-
out in the crowd ... Returning on the Ferry from Sweden
one day (after a decadent weekend) he met Lene

They were attracted to each other and made a date to
meet in Copenhagen where she lived. Per was probably
expecting the wusual routine - love ‘'em and leave 'em
- but Lene turned out to be a bit different. She had
her head screwed on alright (VERY Danish!) but combined
it with a sense of fun that matched Per's. She was
lucky to be the best of both worlds ... They had 'boats’'
in common (her father had a wooden schooner in one of
the Copenhagen canals) and she would visit Helsingen
most weekends ... She got on well with the family (even
Viggo) and knew how to ‘'handle' them. Per told her
that it was all an act, that she was doing it just to
get into their good books, but Lene denied it ... They
married, and the family breathed a sigh of relief that
Per had now put his reckless past behind him and had
got onto the straight and narrow -.. Lene fought for
her rights within the marriage - but only had a limited
success ... Theory was one thing. but putting it into
practise was another. And it made life easier to take
a back-seat to Per sometimes ... maybe over the years
he'd change ...7 By the time Trine was born Per had
his own sailing-boat and owned the shop, and was doing
nicely ... The marriage was happy and successful, but
for Per it felt a bit 'flat' ... (rather like a lot
of the Danish countryside!) ... After several holidays
in Spain and with Denmark in the EC, Per and Lene discussed
the possibility of setting-up home abroad ... It had
to be more exciting than the life they could see in
front of them in Denmark ... And so they moved to Little
Denmark ... Like the Brits, they're inclined to stay
with their own people - preferring to frequent the many
Danish bars rather than the English or Spanish ones.
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But they're able to meet and mix with the other characters
because of their jobs ... As well as owning the shop
in the Marina, Per is a founder member of the backgammon
school ...

The essential points of Per's character: he's likeable,
attractive and sexy ... and selfish. He's trying all
the time to break-away from 'the norm ... the bland.
and the 'flat' ... He wants some colour in his life.
He has a good relationship with his wife but he's inclined
to treat her like a doormat - while at the same time
fighting, in public, for womens rights ... which makes
him a bit of a hypocrite too ... As he gets older he's
inclined to be lazy ... often closing the shop to go
and gamble with the lads ... He loves his daughter

and, oddly enough (maybe he's being ’'pushed’' by Lenea?)
he's bringing her up in a very 'Scandinavian’ way...

Lene still hates his smoking and tries to get him to
only do it OUTSIDE of the house ... and she's very worried
that his drinking could get out of hand ... Per doesn't
really miss his home/family that much. Only problem
is that once he starts to feel part of a group he's
inclined to rebel ... how long will it be before he
gets itchy fingers in Spain ...7



