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THE FERNANDEZ FAMILY

ROBERTO FERNANDES
(Age: 40. Born: 1952)

MARIBEL FERNANDES
(Age: 40.  Born: 1952)

JAVIAR FERNANDEZ
{Age: 19, Born: 1973)

ROEBERTO

Roberto is Spanish. He's a doctor. He owns the supermarket,
in the Plaza, run by his wife. And he's Bunny Charlson's
partner in the restaurant, where his son, Javiar, works.

A lot of Roberto's thinking is to do with the past.
The ‘'old days'. when things were different - Dbefore
the arrival of tourism. Then. there was little or no
money. Now, he can't complain on that score. But he
misses it the way it wused to be ... In those days what
is now called El Dorado was just a small fishing village.
No-one gave it a second look. But. to Roberto. his
parents, Maribel and her parents, it was home ... His
dad was a fisherman and had his own boat. He was one
of the last fishermen ... And he was also the last
to hire out his boat to the tourists once they started
arriving ... it just went against the grain ... Roberto's
father is dead now ... what would he have made of what's
happened? in the old days., before Wimpey arrived to
gut the place, the family could just about scrape a
living. pad would sell his catch on the beach and what
was left over the family would eat. Dad always said
that none of it would have happened if they hadn't got
rid of Franco ... His dad used to talk a lot about
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politics ... down by the beach all the men would congregate
at the end of the siesta, while their wives paddled
in the water up to their knees ... He'd been a strict

father., pushing his three 'sons through their education.
and wanting 'to know the reason why they weren't doing

better than anyone else ... Perhaps he could see the
future, and knew that a good education was what was
going to be needed ...7 Mum would spoil the boys when
she could - but not so that her husband found out. He
wouldn't be pleased ... She kept a home together., and
managed to fit in a job as well, for extra cash. She
cooked. twice a day, at the only (in those days) cafe
in the wvillage ... Her cooking was famous, and one

of the perks of working in a cafe was that you could
take home any leftovers that were about tog'off' ...

It meant that the lads always ate well ... The boys
used to kick a football around on the beach, and sometimes
fight ... 'a normal childhood. And they were always

after the same girls = the cause of most of the fighting.
Mum and dad lived long enough to see dad's predictions
about the wvalue of a good education come true. As' the
bulldozers and tourism started to arrive, and village
life as they knew it vanish, their three sons were something
to be proud of. Paco, the youngest, was to become a
lawyer. Paolo, the middle one, was to enter local government
And Roberto. the eldest, was to qoifmedical school. At
medical-school, Roberto 1lived away from home. But.
all the time he was waiting to return ... Partly because
he missed the old place, partly because he missed his
parents - and partly because he'd taken a fancy to Maribel,

whose parents ran the local shop. All three boys had
liked her - but her parents had hardly ever let her
out of their sight. Roberto hadr talked with her alone
maybe twice. wWhile he was away studying he worried

that some other voung man would snap her up in marriage.
Oon his wvisits home he was relitved to discover that
she was still free. And now that he was going to become
a doctor he assumed an air of greater respectability,
and so was allowed to ‘court' Maribel ... Maribel was
very straightforward. and sweet. and Roberto had decided
that that was what he wanted from a woman. Foolishly
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he hadn't given a single thought to the fact that she

might alsc be bright ... She'd had as good an education
as he'd had and done just as well ... it's gjust that
she was expected to forget her education ‘and work in
the family shop ... She didn't complain. In those
days. you didn't. You didn't even think to ... His
medical-training completed Robertoc came back to his
home wvillage to practise. The surgery, some distance
away and serving about seven villages., was a ramshackle
affair ... No  proper record-system, no  proper drugs
or equipment ... If people thought there was something
REALLY wrong with them then they'd bypass the surgery
and go straight to the nearest hospital. Roberto's

'surgery' was in  the afternoon between two and four
and during that time he'd see everyone who'd "booked-

in' in the morning ... Everyone - no matter how many.
And ‘all in two hours. Few of the patients had time
to sit down! Theyd reel off their ailments and Roberto
would fill out several forms. The forms often getting
more time than the patients ... He got to know the
people and their problems, and they started to trust and
respect him ... When they'd saved some money, and were

sure of each other, Roberto and Maribel got married.
As the eldest, he got the house when his parents died.
And Maribel inherited the little shop ... By the time
the bulldozers arrived. Roberto had moved to a surgery
nearer to the village ... (The village - scon to become
a 'town' ...) < Roberto sold his parents' house Eo the
developers, making for him and Maribel a nice little
profit. Enough to close the shop., and extend it into
a more substantial house for them ... Javiar was soon
to arrive on the scene, so there was no need for the
shop. Getting in on the ground floor meant that there
were some good deals to be made ... Roberto, with help
from the bank. invested in a property in the newly emerging
‘plaza’  which would eventually become &h¢ supermarket
that would be Maribel's territory ... And then. later,
via his brother. he heard that an Englishman was looking
for a Spanish partner in order to open a restaurant.
Now, years later., Roberto is able to look back on what
he's managed to do ... He's a well respected doctor,
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with a wife and son ... He has his own house, a half
share in a restaurant, and a supermarket. He may dream
about the past ... ‘but the present has been very good
to him. Without tourism it might all- have been a very
different storv ... Roberto's surgery is still a primitive
affair -  but there's talk of a modern health-centre
being built, and, maybe over the vyears, that's what
will happen ... In his medical ecapacity Roberto will,
at one stage or another. come into contact with all
the residents ... He has a boat in the marina and is
often to be found hanging out there playing backgammon
with the lads ... Of all the characters Roberto Iis
probably the most 'European' ... He does make an effort
to mix and (unlike most of the Brits) will even have
a stab at tackling other languages ... Roberto doesn't
actually work at the restaurant - he's more of a sleeping
partner - though he'll sometimes do front-of-house just
to keep his hand in and to give Bunny a bit of a break.
Now that Javiar is grown-up and making his own life,
Roberto wishes that he and Maribel had had more children.
ﬁheir grandchildren (when they arrive) ‘are going to
be very spoiled ...

The essential points about Roberto's character: he
can remember the area when the 0ld Town was all it consisted
of. He's watched as the coastline and lifestyle has
changed - and how tourism has not only taken over but
given the place a lifeline ... Perhaps deepdown he
does hanker after the old days - the way it wused to
be. but he also has to face the fact that he's doing
very nicely thank you - and that may not have been the
case prior to tourism ... Obviously as a doctor, a
supermarket owner, a boat owner and a restaurant owner
he's a wvery busy man! But he still finds time to be
with the lads, and also to have a mild gamble. His
religion is important to him (he goes to church at least
every Sunday) - but important in the sense that it's
routine and always been there ... He would have to
admit that., after such humble origins. he does now have
the taste for money ..




