= ROSEMARY
L%
(Known as: Rosemary (Elizabeth) WEEB)
{(Previously: Mrs R E LAW)
(Nee: BALDWIN)
(Born: 1930.  Age: &2)

The only child of staunchly Socialist parents. Father
(Thomas Baldwin) had his own printing business in North
London. He adored his daughter and pampered her, when
he was there - which wasn't often: he was a wvery busy
man. Her mother (Beatrice) was scared of motherhood/
parenthood and kept her daughter at arm's length. Enjovable
(and  successful) education interrupted by the Second
World War, and evacuation to Wales -  an experience that
Rosemary actually enjoyed. finding a ‘'Welsh' substitute
mother who 'displayed more affection than her actual
mother, and warming to the responsibility of looking

after the vyounger kids. Her father went 'to ‘war' -
RASC, in France. Her mother kept the home going and
struggled through the blitz. {And felt oddly relaxed

at the interlude of NOT being a parent.) The war over.
the family attempted to pick-up the pieces of family/home,
business and education. But. somehow - as far as 'family'
was concerned - the separation caused by the war got
in the way. and they were never able to get back to
where they'd been. {Father became more absent and mother
got, if anything., more aloof and distant.) Stirred
by happy memories of being evacuated to Wales, Rosemary
determined to get her own ‘family' ...  She left school
in 1945/6 (during a Labour Government) - having done
well - ‘and, during a time of high unemployment, got
a job as a book-keeper for a construction-company., busily
employed in the feverish post-war house-building industry.
wWhen she was nineteen (1949) she met Chas Law - a twenty-
year old Civil Servant (Minsiy of Focd.) at a
Hockey-match she went to with a girl-friend. (Chas
was playing in the winning team.) There was an immediate
attraction even though (or maybe because) he was rather
conventional, solid and retiring and she was extrovert
and pushy. Maybe because Rosemary spent her working-




I

life  surrounded by down-to-earth  workinag-men, she'd
developed a quick (and slightly crude) sense-of-humour.
Chas, though appreciating this aspect of her personality.
was unable to Jjoin in. Rosemary took life at face-
value, while Chas had to 'consider' and 'dig’ into things.
Maybe she needed bringing down to earth a little, and

maybe he needed a push ...7 Opposites seemed to be
attracting ... maybe they could complément each other

..?  They were married in 1950 - and moved into ‘rooms'
in Tottenham. They both continued working and were

soon able to put down a deposit on a house in Highgate.
It was never expected that the relationship would always

be a smooth one ... Instead of Rosemary calming-down
and Chas getting more lively they retained their old
habits. if anything  increasing them. Rosemary was all

for ‘'change' and ‘'experimentation' (sometimes just for
the sake of it) while Chas became more censorious and
'stick-in-the-mud'. However, the marriage  survived
and arguments (which were heated) were few and far between.
A son (Stephen) was born in 1953, and a daughter (Tracey)

was born in 1955. Anxious for a life far removed from
the traditional housewife/mother role, Rosemary — got
back to work/life as soon as possible - pushing the

kids off to friends and relatives, an action that Chas
objected to and which led to more frequent family arguments.
It was Chas' opinion that a woman's place was 1in the
home, and that growing children needed a mother. But
somehow the marriage stayed intact ... By 'the time
the children had almost completed their education Rosemary
and Chas had sort-of drifted apart ... still a married-
couple, but pursuing different interests ... As well
as keeping up her job, Rosemary studied English Lit.
at evening-classes, later enrolled in the OU on a Seociclogy
course and joined an amateur dramatic club. Chas collected
jazz records, became a Samaritan and a hockey-umpire.
(As a younger man he'd been a passionate hockey-player
and had even hoped that Rosemary might take an interest.
But Rosemary was suspicious of 'competetive' sports-
preferring to keep physically-fit by swimming ...)

They met at breakfast, sometimes for Sunday lunch and
in single beds, in the same bedroom, at night ... During
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_this period Rosemary had several romantic/sexual advances
made towards her. Of a previously active sexual nature
she sometimes found that she was  tempted to respond-
but somehow (for reasons she didn't properly think through=-
but probably connected to ‘'family' and ‘'responsibility’)

she resisted. Chas, who wouldn't send out the sort
of body-language to attract such advances anyway. never
encountered any ... Oddly, or perhaps inevitably, their

'politics" at this time had taken different paths too...
his predictably to the right. and hers (like her father's)

equally predictably to the left ... Eventually. Steve-
the eldest child - went to Medical School and became
a hospital doctor in 1976. (2 years later he was married
to Karen, a bank-cashier and daughter of a clergyman.
Karen's mother was one of Stephen’'s patients. Steve
went into general practice in Teddington in 1980. Three
children followed: in 1981 - Amy, 1983 - Christian and
1985 - Charles.) Tracey - the youngest child - left

school 'at the first opportunity and became a receptionist/
filing-clerk for a firm of architects, sharing a flat

in Fulham with friends. {She married John, a juniocr
partner of the firm, in 1975, when she was twenty, and
speedily produced a family =~ Carl in_ /1976, Rosemary

and Chas' first grandchild. and Stuart in 1978. Unlike
her own mother, and probably as a protest, she gave
up her job and became a very conventional housewife
and mother, The family lives in Fulham.) So., by the
mid-seventies Rosemary and Chas' kids have removed themselves
from the family nest. The differences between Rosemary
(43) and Chas (44) were thrown into sharper focus by
the departure of the offspring. For a while they tried
to effect some sort of reconciliation = but they'd left
it too late. He found her shocking - and a frequent
social embarrassment. She found him a stuffed-shirt
old fuddy-duddy. It was as 1if he'd become old ahead
of hi=z time while she's stayed young - and getting younger
by the minute. Conformity wversus a free spirit. Their
attempts at a sexual reconciliation drove her to a fit
of the giggles and reduced him to wvirtual impotence.
Had their lives (up to then) been a waste? So - a 'family’
had been produced - but not one you could call 'close'.
They were both in work. They had a home. Separate
interests. Their own friends ... Add it all wup - did



it amount to much? Maybe sufficient for easily-pleased

Chas. But not enough for Rosemary ... In middle-age.
she wanted @ 'adventure' ... But, in the world she'd
chosen to inhabit (home, work, family, interests, friends)
adventures were thin in the ground. And so for the
next 16 years or thereabouts, Rosemary bit her lip and
put-up with second-best. (In the best tradition of

'Brief Encounter' Rosemary settled for what she'd got...)
Life went on, and Rosemary kept herself (and her mind)
busy. Somehow the more she bettered herself the more
she realised what she was missing. This produced. in
her fifties, a new element to her personality: cynicism.
And that manifested itself in a sharpening of her (already

famous) wit. "Rosemary's changed," people would say.
"She's turned into a bit of a bitch.” But most people
confused bitchiness and wit - probably out of jealousy.

The fact of the matter was that Rosemary was a very
frustrated woman unable to find her intellectual eguals.
Over the vyears she and Chas started taking separate
holidays. He'd go off rambling, or wvisiting relatives
or - infuriating for Rosemary - staying at home! She'd
visit the Lakes, St. Ives, or spend a week in a hotel
in the West End of London, doing the galleries and theatres.
(Apart from one brief trip to Dublin, she'd never been
abroad. And she wanted to ... A cruise to the Greek
Islands,  or South America ... Or. Moscow ... Chas
was appalled by the idea of 'abroad' and 'foreigners'
and 'foreign foed', etc. So, why didn't Rosemary go
alone? Perhaps that was the headstrong Rosemary's weakness-
or maybe she feared something awful might happen - e.q.
she might like it too much, want to stay, never to return-
and she didn't think she had that sort of courage -
yet!) While Chas got to the top of his ladder at work
(now Min. of Ag. and Fish)., so Rosemary (still with
the same firm she started out with) did the same. By
1980 the woman who started as a book-keeper had become

company-secretary. As recession approached (one  of
several she'd known) she retired. She collected her
carriage-clock and went ‘home. Within a week, she was
bored. As a retirement-present to herself, she decided

to go on a cruise. The family was shocked but realised
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they could do nothing to stop Rosemary doing what she'd
made up her mind to do. She furnished herself with
a 'glam' wardrobe (a different autfit for every night)
and Chas waved her off from Tilbury. Night one. dressed
to the nines, she was 'picked-up' at the dining-table
by Stanley Webb - and her life changed! Stanley, widower,
retired army-doctor, and five years her senior., swept
Rosemary off of her feet! She moved into his cabin
that night and for the next fourteen days they hardly
left it. A shipboard romance - sex, fun, food and dancing-
blossomed into something like love. The frustrations
of a lifetime fell from Rosemary's shoulders. She discovered
the joys of sex for the first time in her life. And
proper conversation. And extreme humour. Suddenly.
here was someone on her own level - and the days whizzed
past too gquickly. There seemed too little time to relate
detailed life-stories - but, somehow. ‘they managed it.
The ports-of-call on the cruise became a blur for them-
they were too busy cementing a relationship: they could

have been anywhere ... Cruise over, they 'agreed to
a month apart - to investigate privately what had really
happened and what they thought about it ... 'but also
to review their 'real-life' situations ... Rosemary,

back to husband. kids and ‘home, went through hell.
Had she imagined her brief fling? Was Stanley no more
than a ship passing in the night? Worse =still. was
he a crook? Was it "love', or did she just have stars
in her eyes because of an understandable infatuation?
Was it the real thing? Was Stanley 'Mr Right'? Had
it been 'love at first sight' ...? Month over, they
met on neutral territory ... and it was obvious within
thirty minutes that it was certainly the real thing.
What to do ...7 It would be impossible to conduct an
intense relationship = 1living in different places  and
with Rosemary, at least. having to deceive her family.
Marriage (and a divorce for Rosemary) wasn't discussed-
but living together was ... Rosemary returned home
and dropped the bombshell. She'd. met someone else,
had fallen in love with him and was leaving Chas
Rosemary anticipated a  shocked 'people-don't-do-that-
sort-of-thing-at-your-age' response from the usually
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reserved Chas. Instead. he completely broke down. All
the love he'd felt for his wife, that he'd kept hidden
for all those vyears. suddenly came pouring out. But,
like a 'lot of +things in their marriage, it came too
late ... Stephen and Tracey were poleaxed, and utterly
disapproving. {Rosemary was surprised and disappointed
by her son's reaction.) Did Rosemary want a divorce?
Well -  Rosemary didn't know. She and Stanley weren't
thinking about marriage (yet), so maybe it wasn't necessary
to contemplate divorce ... But this state of affairs
wasn't good 'enough for Tracey., who wviciously took her
father's side, persuaded him to divorce her mother.
sell the house (giving half the proceeds to Rosemary)

and move 'in with her, John 'and the kids ... Rosemary
moved to Stanley's house in  Moseley. Birmingham. And.
her real life began. Problems of fitting-in, so late
in life, to someone else's domestic-routine were soon
overcome. They frequently fought 1like cat and dog (and
loudly!') but were always permanently secure in the relation-
ship, realising exactly how lucky they were. Although

they loved their home-life they also enjoyed their trips.
Sometimes just driving around and finding country pubs
for lunch. But often - abroad. On one trip they wvisited
'"Little England', fell in love with it and gquickly decided
that moving to a home in Spain was the best way to start
a new life. Maybe even Rosemary's occasional pangs
of regret (caused by missing her kids, and worrying
about Chas) would be removed (or eased) in a new environment?
And, at the start of the serial., Rosemary (62) and Stanley
(67) are about to move into their one-bedroom 'unit'
in the 'urbanisation' ...

The essential things about Rosemary: she's a woman of
strength. sensuality, trust., extreme intelligence and
wise-cracking wit (she and Stanley's one-liners ought
to put The Golden @Girls to shame: they're like a well-
rehearsed double-act.) She has lots in common 'with
her new other-half but some things are new for her and
she's always willing and anxious to learn and experiment.
The fact that the pair are so physically demonstrative
in public might shock some people - but neither of them
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could survive life in a closet for long. Rosemary still
likes to dabble in amateur dramatics and adores her
gardening. She'd prefer to be called 'Rose’' but somehow
'Rosemary’ is the name that naturally sticks. She regrets

the fact that some people reckon she's 'posh' - toffee-
nosed even ... The label ‘'Ex-Army' doesn't sit comfortably
on her shoulders. Sometimes she CAN be a bitch (she

won't suffer fools gladly)., maybe there IS an element
of selfishness and maybe she's a little too dogmatic?
For all that she's 62 she knows damn well that she can
still russle-up some mischievous sex-appeal, and she'll

use it to the HILT to get her own way ... but with WIT,
NOT ' wulgarity ... She drinks a little, and probably
smokes. Stanley ‘doesn't approve of 'the latter. Most

people, assuming she and Stanley are married. call her
‘Mrs Webb'. and for some strange never-mentioned reason,
Rosemary never bothers to set the record straight ...

If the past ever catches up with her (which the past
has a habit of doing) it will probably be in the shape
of the family she left behind ...

Rosemary's CONFIDENTIAL long-term storyline: She and
Stanley will probably get married (in Gibralta) in secret.
But. before Stanley has time to sort out properly their

legal affairs. he will die ... This will leave Rosemary
alone - and on a fixed income that will steadily run
out. Over the vyears she will become an elderly and

high-class 'hooker' subsidising her income by 'entertaining'’
gentlemen callers ...



