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TRINE

Why DID her parents send her to a- 'Spanish’ school?
There is a perfectly splendid Danish school in the area,
and Per and Lene would have no difficulty in affording
the fees ... Maybe as a rebellion about their past
and a ‘right on' notion that they didn't want their
daughter to become insular =- or perhaps they just wanted

to show willing about being part of the EC ... (Of
course they COULD have heard from someone that the Spanish
education system is excellent ...!) Thrown into the

melting-pot of Spanish-schoocl and mixing with so many
different nationalities should (on paper) have produced

a thoroughly 'international'  person ... {(And Trine
is only 14, so it's early days yet ...) Instead, Trine
has a hankering for her past - a past, in fact, that
she's hardly experienced ... Maybe, surrounded by so
many different nationalities, has brought-out an essential
Danishness in her ... Has made her question her roots
and origins ... She's aluays' reading about Denmark

and writing to cousins she's never even met, and trying
to persuade her parents to take holidays at home

Of course, at her young age, it could just be a romantic
feeling ... she could grow out of it ... Compared to
her friends she seems to have had an easy wupbringing.
The others have been surrounded by ‘rules’' whereas she's
had almost total freedom ... (peep—down Trine would
quite like to have had some rules ...) She gets on very
well with her parents (her friends are amazed that the
three of them seem more like brother and sisters than
parents and daughter) though she worries on the evenings
when she can hear raised voices in their room - normally
about 'smoking' or ‘'drinking' or ‘'laziness' ... She's
worried also by her dad's occasional MCP attitude to
her wmother ... did he pick that up in Spain, or was
it always there? Trine's friends love to visit the
Svendsen house - it's so light and airy and peaceful.
(0dd that Lene and Per, making a protest about their
origins, should choose to bring to Spain one element
of their heritage ...} Trine's great friend, at the
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moment, ~is Nessa - though she's probably starting to
see her as a rival for the affections of Arnaud - or
the affections of any pretty voung man, come to that!'
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