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WA ¢oast of golden dreams and deep, dark secrets,,."

Welcome to Eldorado: a coast of golden dreams
and deep, dark secrets; a world of hedonism, hope
and heartbreak — and the sun-drenched setting for
BBC-1's new three times a week drama serial.

Created by Tony Holland from an idea by John
Dark and Verity Lambert, and produced by Julia
Smith, Eldorado follows the fortunes of a community
of ex-patriates living in southern Spain.

The production, being made for the BBC by
leading independent Cinema Verity, is one of the most
ambitious in British television history.  Eldorado is
shot entirely on location in Spain, centred on a
spectacular 25-acre production village which has been
specially built in the rugged mountains above Malaga,
near the town of Coin.

Its residents have come to the very edge of
Europe from all four corners of the Continent. A
multi-lingual melting pot of Brits and Spaniards,
Scandinavians, Germans and French, they are divided
by culture and united by a common pursuit — the
search for a new life in the sunshine Shangri-La that

is Eldorado.

Their motives for moving here are as diverse as
the accents they speak in. For some Eldorado simply
offers relief and a future far from the greyness of

I. Part of the spectacular production village: Urbanizacion Las Terrazas

2. Producer Julia Smith
3. Creator Tony Holland

home. For others it is a refuge, a community living
for the present, and caring little about the past.

Together they all face the same question. Can
life here live up to the fabled promise of the Spanish
City of Gold? Or will their dreams wither and die in
the searing Spanish heat?

For the creators of Fldorado, the challenge of
charting these lives is the most exciting they have yet
faced — not least because those lives so eloguently
mirror their own ambitions under the Andalucian sun.

Along with the cast and largely British crew,
Julia Smith and Tony Holland have themselves become
virtual exiles from England. They too, are pursuing a
dream.
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“This series is about people who have been
brave enough to uproot themselves. They have got
up and done something for themselves, as we have
with this programme,” explains Smith, winner of the
coveted Desmond Davis award for outstanding
contribution to popular drama at the 1988 BAFTAs.

“We too have a
dream and we have
come down here to
make that dream come
true,” she adds.

BBC-tv's
EastEnders, created by
Smith and Holland,
revolutionised popular
drama and it is their
intention to repeat the

process with Eldorado.
Glamorous locations and ground-breaking new
approaches to shooting have been combined to create
a series unlike anything so far seen on British
television.  And the series will move at a pace in
keeping with the climate and culture of Spain.

7 7 ON

“I 'want people back in Britain to feel the wind
through their hair. It will also move at a much
gentler pace than we are used to. Life is not frenetic
out here and the programme will reflect that.”

““They are pursuing
a dream ’’

“It is going to have a totally different look. |
think at this time when England is very grey and sad
and tired what | want to do is take TV technically
forward and at the same time give people blue skies,
brown bodies, greenery, wind and sea. This is going
to be something that is a pleasure to look at,” she
says.

. The Fernandez family home in the Old Town, Los Barcos

1. On the first floor of the shopping plaza, Loc Barcos Centro Comercial

3. Outside Freddie, Olive and Trish's apartments in Las Terrazas
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For Tony Holland, the essence of Eldorado is
escapism of another kind.

“Everybody has a secret, and everybody is
running away from something,” he says of the 30-
strong cast of characters that will inhabit Eldorado.

“1992 is the year of Spain and the year of
Europe, and the British are not the only people here.
We have been true to that and we have characters
from different European countries,” explains Julia
Smith.

“The characters are

“They are all trying to
find this mythical world, the
question is ‘does it exist?,”
adds the writer, who
immersed himself in the real
life communities of the Costa
del Sol in his search for
authenticity.

His storylines  will
reflect the hedonistic realities |
of the lifestyles he

from different cultures and
different classes, it is a
wonderful combination of
strange bedfellows,” she adds.

Along  with  Smith,
Holland, Verity Lambert, head
of Cinema Verity, her co-
producers John Dark and
James Todesco, and line
producer David Shanks, those

discovered.  Fldorado’s days

strange bedfellows have been

drawn to the Costa del Sol

and nights will be devoted
to sun, sand, sangria — and, of course, sex.

“If you are an ex-pat, living here is about filling
time. You can fill it by joining Conservatives Abroad,
by joining the poetry society, with amateur dramatics
or alcohol,” he says.

The duo have brought together a pan-European
cast, from six countries. Established names well
known to British viewers have been blended with
complete newcomers from as far afield as Copenhagen,
Paris and Barcelona.

|. Dieter (Kai Maurer) teaches windsurfing...
1. The church stands at the highest point of Los Barcos

3. Marcus (Jesse Birdsall) at the marina on the Costa Eldorado
4. The shopping plaza - Centro Comercial - at Los Barcos

by a remarkable vision.

And now, on the coast of dreams, they are
bringing that vision to vivid life — as the citizens of

Eldorado.
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Next pages = where the characters live,.,
















































































































































